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LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR 


Dear Womonspace News, 

I’ve just discovered your newsletter 
(August 1994). Gay/ lesbian human rights 
was touched on by several articles in that 
issue. 

My opinion, and I'll admit it may be 
somewhat naive, is to ask: “Why are we 
fighting for something we already have— 
human rights?” I am human—a woman who 
loves women, but this does not diminish my 
humanness—therefore I have rights! 

You may argue that we are really fighting 
for gay/lesbian human rights, but human 
rights are human rights. We don’t have 
groups fighting for Chinese human rights or 
tailors’ human rights, after all. 

Sometimes we do have to stand up and 
demand those human rights, not because we 
are gay/lesbian, but because we are human. 
So we fight for our human rights just like 
every other human. And we do have to fight 
because some people do not know how to 
play nice and get along well with others. But 
we diminish our humanity if we stoop to 
basing our entitlement to those rights on our 
orientation. 

If we want to rally our energies, let us not 
cloud the issue with terms that divide and 


lead to misunderstanding and hatred. Let us 
instead remember who we are—human— 
and embrace our life with dignity and 
courage, demanding what is rightfully 
ours—innately so! 

Your devil’s advocate, 

Doris 


Editor's response: You are indeed naive if 
you think we are all treated equally. 
Discrimination based on sexual orientation 
continues to be an oppressive reality, and we 
can’t fight it without naming it. When the 
terms gay and lesbian no longer provoke 
hatred, then we can stop discussing gay / 
lesbian rights. 


Letters to the Editor and other 
submissions are always welcome. Topics in 
upcoming issues: 

November—Honouring Our Bodies 

December—I Hate the Holidays 

January—lIdentity Politics 

February—Lesbian Teachers 


Contributors this issue: 


Doris Charity Laboucan 
Lindy Pratch Heather 

Amy Lee Cardufian Rosa 

Leslie Sheelagh 
Catherine Gutwin Deb Turner 


Womonspace News is published by the WOMONSPACE Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our purpose is to inform 
and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue of Womonspace News do not 
_ necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The events, organizations and establishments publicized 
are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. 
We welcome submissions. Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, basement, 9930-106 Street, 
Edmonton AB T5K 1C7. Womonspace News seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publication costs. Womonspace 
does not necessarily endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, 


please leave a message on the Lesbian Life Line: 425-0511. 
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From the Editor 


LAVENDER JANE’S 
MUSIC 


Lindy Pratch 


My first exposure to lesbian music 
coincided with my first female lover, in 1980. 
I listened to Cris Williamson and Meg 
Christian many times with Karen. (Karen’s 
tastes also included Barbra Streisand, Melissa 
Manchester, Judy Garland and stage 
musicals. These shaped my early ideas about 
gay and lesbian culture—an impression of 
camp and pathos.) 

After we had parted ways, I remember the 
feeling of triumph when I located a copy of 
The Changer and the Changed in a used record 
store. Ten years later, 1 bought it on CD, 
because CDs are so much more convenient to 
play than records. 

Many of my old LPs are still dear to me, 
however. It isn’t easy to find women-positive 
lyrics in two of my favourite styles of music: 
blues and bluegrass. The Edmonton Folk 
Festival, from the early 1980s on, has given 
me the opportunity to hear bluegrass and 
blues performed by lesbians. Heather Bishop, 
Robin Flower, Reel World, Faith Nolan, Ginni 
Clemmens, Ranch Romance, Blue Rose and 
The Topp Twins are a few of the musicians 
first introduced to me at Gallagher Park. The 
record tent is always an important stop before 
heading home! 

Common Woman Books (still sadly 
missed) has been another important source 
for my lesbian music collection. Lavender Jane 


Loves Women was my first purchase there, 
introducing me to Alix Dobkin and Kay 
Gardener. Holly Near, Margie Adam, 
Woody Simmons and BeBe K’Roche came to 
my ears via the bookstore. I had heard of 
Ferron, but never heard her music until I 
bought Shadows on a Dime. (Now I own 
every Ferron recording that I’ve been able to 
get.) 

I learned about lesbian separatism from 
a record. Linda Shear: A Lesbian Portrait was 
first recorded in 1975. Large letters across 
the front state, “Lesbian Music for Lesbians 
Only.” I hurried home to listen to this 
dangerous music. Afterward, I remember 
thinking that Carol Pope’s song, “High 
School Confidential” was more daring. In 
1981 we cranked the radio up every time 
that song came on. 

Lesbian music continues to sustain me 
by affirming and celebrating my life 
experiences. 


WOMONSPACE 
DROP-IN < 


Check out the 
drop-in at 
Womonspace on the 
first Thursday of 
every month. Warm, 
supportive 
atmosphere with 
doughnuts, coffee and 
tea. What could be 
more enjoyable? 


Soe 
LS ~ 
ss 
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YES, SHE IS! 


(As we suspected all along) 
Amy Lee Cardufian 


Melissa Etheridge didn’t exactly break 
new ground when she declared, in January 
1993, that she was proud to have been a 
lesbian all her life. Martina Navratilova and 
k.d. lang were already up there as larger than 
life celebrity dyke role models. Etheridge was 
just confirming what had been rumored for 
years. But it was still cause for rejoicing in the 
global lesbian community. Another one of 
“our own” had made it, and made it BIG. 

The songs on her previous albums were 
never pronoun specific; they could just as 
easily have been about women loving 
women as women loving men. But with Yes I 
Am, Etheridge leaves no doubt it’s women 
who have been breaking her heart all these 
years. (She started writing songs at age 10 
and recently told Out magazine that, 
although she dated boys until her third year 
of high school, “I wanted Anne Bancroft to 
come live with me. I loved her.”) 

Being out means Etheridge needn’t 
camouflage her politics, sexual or otherwise, 
in her lyrics any longer. She boldly stands up 
to those who would pass judgment in “Come 
to My Window:” 

I don’t care what they think 
I don’t care what they say 
What do they know about this 
love anyway 
And laments the fate of too many young 
women in “All American Girl:” 
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Her lover never came home 
And it’s half past three 

Today her best friend told her 
he’s HIV 

Something’s gotta give 
somewhere . . . She’s an all- 
American girl 

And she will live and die in this 
man’s world 

Etheridge established herself as a talented 
songwriter and first-class rocker long before 
she publicly came out, playing women’s bars 
in L.A.’s Long Beach area in the early 1980s. 
She released her debut album to rave 
reviews in 1988 and received a Grammy 
nomination in 1989 for the song “Bring Me 
some Water.” In 1993 the song “Ain’t It 
Heavy,” from her third album, Never Enough, 
won her the Grammy for Best Female Rock 
Vocalist. 

Despite confirming the music industry’s 
worst-kept secret since lang appeared on the 
cover of The Advocate, Etheridge seems to 
have escaped any “lesbian singer” backlash. 
Her music stands on its own and always has. 
Her combination of powerful gut-wrenching 
lyrics and sultry, hard-driving rhythms 
satisfies the soul while also meeting the com- 
mercial demands of the Top 40 radio market. 

Apparently rock is more forgiving than 
country in that sense. Some country music 
stations took k.d. lang off their play lists after 
she admitted she was a lesbian; Etheridge 
has avoided that fate. In fact, it seems you 
can’t turn on the radio these days without 
hearing an offering from Yes | Am. And 
appearing in photographs with her (topless) 
lover, Julie, in the January, 1994 edition of 
Out, doesn’t seem to have hurt mainstream 
sales any. 


That's just one more reason to embrace 
the music of Melissa Etheridge: she’s not 
afraid to take risks—in her music or in her 
personal life. In 1992 she performed at the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force party 
in Hollywood, and she is currently involved 
in the pro-choice movement and serves on 
the advisory board of Artists for A Hate-Free 
America, which helps fight anti-gay 
initiatives. 

In a time when Michael Jackson’s sheer 
lunacy, the sex-ploitive antics of Madonna 
and the Rolling Stones’ Voodoo Lounge 
[Lizards] tour have a stranglehold on most of 
the entertainment headlines, it’s refreshing to 
light a couple of candles, lie back in the arms 
of my lover, and let the searing melodies of 
Melissa Etheridge carry me away. 


LADYSLIPPER 


—lIf the shoe fits 


Leslie 


Depressed by the offerings of FM radio? 

eLooking for music by women performers? 

eCrave hearing the “L” word sung out 
loud and strong? 

eLong for music that speaks to your soul 
and your political consciousness? 

If you answered yes to any of these 
questions you should check out Ladyslipper. 
Based in North Carolina, Ladyslipper is a 
distributor of women’s and alternative 
music. Their catalogue has listings under all 
sorts of categories: blues, Jewish, drumming, 


recovery, feminist, Native American, and 
children’s to name a few. They also carry 
some non-music items like books and 
videos. 

You won't have to read between the lines 
to find the lesbians, dykes and queers in this 
music. Many of the albums are by women 
who choose these names for themselves and 
write about issues from their own particular 
lesbian perspective—from Jamie Anderson’s 
“Straight Girl Blues”* (“why do these 
straight girls look so butch to me?”) to the 
Viva la Vulva philosophy of Girls in the 
Nose, the spectrum is pretty much covered. 

And whether or not you order any music 
from Ladyslipper, the catalogue makes for 
engrossing reading. Take, for example, this 
review of Bernice Johnson Reagon’s new 
release River of Life/Harmony: One: 

This. . . acappella album features 
Bernice stacking parts—i.e. multi- 
tracking her own voice—with up 
to 12-16 parts in one song!! This is 
a documentation of the several 
harmony systems she operates 
with in her work with Sweet 
Honey as well as in her solo 
efforts. The traditional songs... 
utilize the Black congregational 
harmony system, not commonly 
used in recordings or 
performances, which generally 
feature quartet, do-wop, or jazz 
systems. 
In-depth descriptions such as this abound 
and make the Ladyslipper catalogue an 
invaluable reference of women’s history in 
the realm of music and beyond. 

The one criticism I have of the catalogue 

is that often the album reviews are not 
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specific enough. The phrases 
‘recommended” and “highly 
recommended” are used so often that they 
become cliché. 

Granted, it is a difficult task to describe 
music in words (perhaps if I could see the 
reviewer move to the music, then I would 
know if the album was for me). 
Nevertheless, if sometimes I end up with an 
album that isn’t quite what I expected, it 
let’s me experience women’s music that, a 
few years ago, I didn’t even know existed. 
It’s a journey really, a journey into a great 
big, hardly-explored world—and I have 
miles to go before I unplug my headset. 


“from the album Closer to Home 

You can write Ladyslipper at PO Box 3124, 
Durham, NC USA, 27715, phone (919) 683- 
1570, fax (919) 682-5601. 


fa 
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TRACKING SWAMP 
OPHELIA 


Catherine Gutwin 


At the risk of being passé, I want to tell 
you about the Indigo Girls’ relatively new 
disc, Swamp Ophelia—it has, after all, been 
reviewed in People. Still, it hardly seems that 
Emily and Amy have hit the mainstream 
since their songs remain as complex as they 
are—intelligent, but not inaccessible. For 
example, “language or the kiss” which 
examines the connection (and disconnection) 
between the artist's work and her human 
relationships, a regular theme in the Girl’s 
work (notably Amy’s “History of Us” (Indigo 
Girls 1989), elaborates its metaphor 
beautifully: 

i used to lie like that alone out on 
the driveway trying to read the 
greek upon the stars the alphabet 
of feeling ... iam alone in a hotel 
room tonight i squeeze the sky 
out but there’s not a star appears 
begin my studies with this paper 
and this pencil and i’m working 
through the grammar of my fears 

Emily’s lyrics on this disc generally tell 
stories that draw listeners in and make us | 
feel as if we know this speaker; yet the songs 
retain enough ambiguity to pique our 
curiosity and stimulate some creative 
interpretation. Amy’s lyrics remain slightly 
more obscure but to my mind none the less 
gripping: “I’m harboring a fugitive a 
defector of a kind she lives in my soul drinks 
of my wine and i'd give my last breath to 
keep us alive.” 


aspects. “Least complicated,” for example, 
suggests the observations of a young lesbian 
in love: “boy and girl are holding hands on 
the street and i don’t want to but i think you 
just wait it’s more than just eye to eye learn 
the things i could never apply.” Both 

singer / songwriters are now out, and while 
these lyrics don’t qualify as a manifesto, they 
do suggest a slightly more overt queer 
consciousness than I’ve noticed on previous 
discs. Other lines are explicit, such as this 
one from “this train revised” (a song dealing 
with Nazi death camps): “gypsies, queer, 
and david’s stars . . . here is potential gone 
for good.” The jacket design is similarly 
political. An acute sense of camp brings to 
the foreground the gender roles and the rock 
‘n roll persona itself. 

The musical tone of the disc as a whole is 
dominated by Emily’s lyrical melodies. I 
have, on more than one occasion, 
programmed only her tunes and hit the 
repeat button. However, the pair’s 
characteristically rich harmonies weave 
through all the songs, tying together Amy’s 
often driving, brooding mood and Emily’s 
often lighter, wistful one. Guest vocals by 
Jane Siberry and Michael Lorant add some 
surprising and delightful textures to the 
musical balance created between the Girls 
themselves, while Amy’s electric/ percussion 
escapade in “touch me fall” sets the Girls’ 
signature style in relief. 

All in all, the songs on Swamp Ophelia are 
engaging, lyrical, brooding—some of the 
Indigo Girls’ best work. They pass the acid 
test of repeated listening; repeated but never 
passé. 


TWO-SPIRITED 


Charity Laboucan 


Each Native language has a word for gay 
people. Each translates roughly into English 
as two-spirited. It means we as gay people 
hold both the male and female essences 
within us. 

As a Native person, I often experienced 
racism on my path to adulthood. As a young 
teenager, I faced less judgement when I ‘lost’ 
my Cree accent and cut my hair. As a 
lesbian, I felt society’s judgement as well. At 
first I appreciated the fact that as a lesbian 
you can choose invisibility in an unsafe 
situation. 

In the face of oppression and the 
bombardment of mainstream values and 
expectations it’s easy to forget personal 
pride. Continuous fighting is hard 
sometimes. One issue or the other keeps 
coming up—whether it’s weathering racism, 
sexism, heterosexism or ageism. 

In each area of my identity, I’ve had to 
relearn my pride and know myself more 
fully. I no longer shout in rage, nor do I 
whimper in a corner. I am no longer a silent 
survivor of all those ‘isms,’ nor the 
dysfunction of the past. I have learned my 
voice—and sometimes it’s a badge of 
survival. 

I wanted to write about being Two- 
Spirited because I once needed someone's 
words to keep me from hiding in silent 
shame. Sometimes one voice can be enough; 
we are not alone. And although this is only 
my voice, it’s better than absolute silence. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


Weekly Events 


v GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre), 104, 11745 Jasper Avenue is open 
Monday to Friday from 7-10 pm and 
Wednesday from 1—4 pm. Peer counselling, 
drop-in and library. Phone 488-3234. 


v Adamant Eve. Feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the Univer- 
sity of Alberta. Thursdays from 5-6 pm. 


v Gaywire. A lesbian and gay radio show 
from CJSR, FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 


v Northern Titans (bowling for lesbians 
and gays) Saturdays, 5:15 pm at Lynnwood 
Bowl, 16127-118 Avenue. 


v Pink Triangle Youth Group meets 
every Saturday, 7:30-10 pm at GLCCE. For 
lesbians and gays 16 to 21 years old. 


v Vocal Minority Choir meets to rehearse 
Sundays from 2-4:30 pm at the University of 
Alberta, room 123, Fine Arts Building. 

v Metropolitan Community Church. 


Weekly worship, Sundays at 7:15 pm. 
Address is 10086 MacDonald Drive. 


Groups 
v The Gay and Lesbian Infoline: 988-4018. 


v Lesbian Life Line: 425-0511. 


8 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


October Events 


September 30 and October 1 
v_ Go Fish at the Princess Theatre. Friday at 7 
pm, Saturday at 9 pm. 


September 30-October 2 

v Alberta Summit in Red Deer for gays and 
lesbians across Alberta. $25 registration: 
Workshops, Trade Fair, Dinner and Dance. 
Phone Hilary (343-6239) or Michael (347- 
2174). 


Sunday, October 2 

v Womonspace News Newsletter Meeting 
at Boystown, 10116—124 Street, at noon. 
Submissions deadline for November issue 
“Honouring Our Bodies.” 


Thursday, October 6 

vy Womonspace Drop-In. Lesbians and 
bisexual women are invited for refreshments 
and talk, 9930-106 Street, 7:30-9 pm. 


Sunday, October 9 
v Womonspace General Meeting. 
Basement, 9930-106 Street, 7:30 pm. 


Tuesday, October 11 
v National Coming Out Day 


Wednesday, October 19 

v Kiss & Tell “Her Tongue on my Theory” 
Presented by the U of A Coalition for 
Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Studies at the 
NFB Theatre, 9700 Jasper Avenue, 8 pm. 


Saturday, October 15 


Vv 


Womonspace Dance! Bonnie Doon Hall, 
9240-93 Street, 8 pm—1 am. 


October 21-23 


Vv 


Womyn’s Country Getaway at Labyrinth 
Lake Lodge. Cost is $45 and includes 
accommodation and food (meal prepar- 
ation by group). For more information call 
878-3301 (toll free from Edmonton). 


Sunday, October 23 


Vv 


Womonspace Annual General Meeting 
Shakespear’s Darts, 2nd floor, 10306-112 
Street, 6 pm. Food and entertainment 
provided! All members are encouraged to 
attend. Lisa Austin entertaining. 


October 28 and 29 


Vv 


Women Helping Women Conference in 
Calgary, sponsored by Women in 
Psychology. One workshop on lesbians 
coming out of heterosexual marriages. To 
register call Nancy Jacklin at 240-1966. For 
more information on Women in Psychology 
call Robin Greggs at 283-8679. 


Saturday, October 29 


Vv 


Vocal Vitality, Cabaret and Auction 
Edmonton Vocal Minority fundraiser at 
Catalyst Theatre, 10943-84 Avenue, 8 pm. 
Tickets $17 at the door, $15 advance 
(available at Front Page, Boystown and 
from EVM members). 


November Events 


Thursday, November 3 


v 


Womonspace Drop-In. Lesbians and 
bisexual women are invited for refreshments 
and talk, 9930-106 Street, 7:30-9 pm. 


Saturday, November 5 

v Womonspace Volunteer Social By 
invitation only. If you’ve volunteered for 
Womonspace in the past year and 
haven't received your tickets by the end 
of October, please call Rosa at 455-1573. 


Sunday, November 6 

v Womonspace News Newsletter Meeting 
at Boystown, 10116—124 Street, at noon. 
Submissions deadline for December 
issue “I Hate the Holidays.” 


Monday, November 7 

v Lesbian Coming Out Group starts at 
GLCCE. Leave a message for Anne at 
488-3234. 


DR. KITTY Y. CHAN 
M.D., C.C.F.P. 
FAMILY PHYSICIAN 


Offers a gay positive environment 
for all your health concems. 


For an appointment call: 
489-7787 


17703—98A Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5T 5W8 
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JAMS AND BELLOWS 


Rosa 


I’m surprised that no one reported my 
parents for child abuse when they decided 
that my brother and sisters and I were to 
take music lessons. When we found out what 
instrument we were to play, we begged and 
pleaded to be allowed to choose something 
less nerdy; like the hurdy-gurdy 


with a monkey, or bagpipes with iA Ys 
a kilt—anything but the oy) ) 
accordion! J 


After just a few lessons, I 
was convinced that the 
accordion was not meant to 
be played by womyn. I was 
thirteen, and every time I 
squeezed the accordion, 
certain parts of my budding 
anatomy would get caught in the bellows. It 
was so hard keeping the pain quietly to 
myself that I would, inadvertently, break out 
into song during the music lessons. To my 
parents chagrin, I soon quit, and I never did 
become an accomplished accordionist. I did, 
however, learn how to bellow out a tune, 
and few people could hit those high notes 
like I could. 

Years later, I took up the guitar, and I 
loved it. I would often play, but had become 
very reluctant about singing. On occasion, I 
entertained the thought of jamming with 
other people, but it wasn’t until I met a few 
musical dykes last fall, that this became a 
reality. Once we worked out a few minor 
problems, our guitar jams were a lot of fun. 

When we first got together we thought of 
giving our group a name, just in case we 
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ever became as well known as Melissa or k.d. 
We had thought of naming ourselves, The 
Dykes on Guitars Sensation, but none of us 
really cared for the acronym that these words 
made. We kind of let the name thing drop 
after awhile. 

The second problem was that some of the 
songs in the old Fake music book that we 
were using were offensive to some of the 
feminist dykes in our midst. When I began to 
pay more attention to the lyrics I found 

myself agreeing with them. For example, 
the song “Delilah” is really the O,J. 
Simpson story. And how about, “If I 
Were a Carpenter”? I can’t 
imagine carrying someone’s pots 
and following behind them, or 
saying to someone, “I will put 


you above me... —that’s co- 
dependency!! 
Once we all agreed on the 


politically correct songs to sing, 
our jam sessions took off. Our guitar playing 
improved tremendously, but when it came to 
the singing—I was experiencing problems; I 
couldn't sing very high anymore. It upset me 
because everyone sang so well, and there is 
nothing worse than having your voice crack 
in the middle of a beautiful love song. 

I tried everything to improve my singing, 
but to no avail. I even looked into taking 
singing lessons but forget about being able to 
have them for a song because they are quite 
expensive. I finally gave up trying to find a 
solution to my musical woes. 

You know what life is like; the minute 
you stop pursuing something it falls into 
your lap. (I’m thinking of giving up my 
pursuit of womyn next). One day, ona 
whim, I decided to stop in at my mother’s for 


an unannounced visit. As] approached the 
back door I could hear someone singing. 
Whoever was singing was able to sing high 
notes with relative ease. When I opened the WoOMONSP ACE 
door and went in I was stunned to find my 
thirteen year old niece cradling an 


accordion in her lap. My mother had ANNUAL 


decided that all her grandchildren were to 
take accordion lessons. As the old memories GENERAL 
came rushing back I knew all too well why 
my budding niece was able to sing as high 
as she did. It looked like I had finally found M 
a solution to my singing woes. EETING 
Well, I’m sure that you have the rest of A 
this story figured out; I decided not to use AAVVVAAYW VWAAVYWVAA 
the accordion to help my singing after all. 
As for my nieces and nephews, I felt so 
sorry for them that I also offered to pay for 
some of their music lessons. However, 6 pm 
when they discovered that they were to “ 
learn how to play the guitar, they begged Sha kespea e's Darts 
and pleaded with me to change my mind 
and * let them choose Siri iss 2nd f| oor, 


nerdy—like the accordion. 10306—112 St reet 


She Said It... Featuring 


“He asked if I was bisexual. I said I didn’t ° A ° 
feel like a bisexual. I felt like a lesbian when I Comed lenne Li $a A ustl (i 


was with a woman and a lesbian making [F 00 di an b Fu fi 
love to a man when I was with a man.” 


Sunday, October 23 


Holly Near discussing her brief 
return to heterosexuality in an 
interview in The Advocate. 
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S$.0.L.0.—a new option for 


single women 
Sheelagh 


There’s a new social group for single 
lesbian and bisexual women in Edmonton. 

S.0.L.0.—the Single Only Lesbian 
Organization—had its first informal get- 
together at Shakespear’s on Sunday, August 
27, with about 16 women attending. 

“The gathering was great and the women 
really enjoyed it,” says organizer Linda. The 
idea for S.O.L.O. came from the fact that 
women have expressed an interest in 
forming a relaxed social group away from 
bars and clubs. 

“S.O.L.O. isn’t a dating service or 
anything like that,” explains Linda. “The 
idea is for women to meet new friends, have 
fun get-togethers, plan trips and just enjoy 
one another’s company. It’s a great way to 
have fun and meet new people.” 

Members of the group will gather every 
second Sunday at Shakespear’s for relaxed 
games and friendship. Saturday gatherings 
will happen every other week and before the 
Womonspace dances. The next get-together 
at Shakespear’s will be on Sunday, 
September 25 from 1 pm until 5 pm, and 
then on October 9th and 23rd. The first 
Saturday gathering will be before the 
Womonspace dance on September 17, and 
then on October 1 at the Roost, then on 
October 15 before the Womonspace dance. 

Future outings include a possible trip to 
Labyrinth Lake Lodge and a ski trip in the 
winter. 
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Single lesbian and bisexual women are 
encouraged to join S.O.L.O. and bring their 
friends. For more information, contact Linda 
at 447-4776. 


Creative Lesbians Wanted! 


Queer Sightings Film Society is looking 
for strong feminist board members. Please 
contact Su at 439-5382. Lesbians of colour 
and women with disabilities are especially 
encouraged to apply. 


She Said It... 


“If a musician does a concert of woman- 
identified music, that can be a beautiful 
thing. It can create lots of energy, help 
women understand their lives better, create a 
bond among women. But that isn’t enough if 
we're talking about really taking control of 
our lives. Because the rest of the world still 
exists and treats us like shit... .” 


Meg Christian, 1975 


“We play strip Cris Williamson trivia at home.” 
Suzanne Westenhoefer, 
discussing her girlfriend 


Classified: 


Room for rent, Londonderry area. Call Mary 
Lynn at 478-6551. 


Lesbian Greetings! 


Woman to Womon Books is now carrying 
lesbian/ gay holiday cards (Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Solstice). Phone 454-8031. xy 


| 
sap DYKE the halls., 4S 


BETWEEN THE 
COVERS 


At the Edmonton Public Library 
Lindy Pratch 


Looking for Ammu by Claire Macquet, Virago, 
1992. 

This is a dark suspense novel, set in “a 
film-noir world where distinctions between 
saints and sinners become devastatingly 
uncertain.” 

Harriet Weston is a dedicated and 
fastidious nurse who follows Dr. Ammu Bai 
from Mauritius to England, in response to a 
_ letter. Harriet is needed to help her set up 
health clinics in Mozambique. She would do 
anything for this saintly doctor, but Harriet 
arrives in London to find that Ammu has 
disappeared. 

In her search, Harriet encounters dykes 
for the first time in her life, and begins to 
realize that her own admiration for Ammu 
may hide more personal emotions. 

Child pornography, drugs, booze and 
organized crime do not deter Harriet, but 
she does see the world differently now. Is 
the real Ammu different too? 


LOOKING FOR 
MUSIC 


At the Edmonton Public Library 
Lindy Pratch 

Get your money’s worth out of the 
library's $12 annual fee by borrowing music 
as well as books. Recordings on CD and 
cassette by most of the artists mentioned 
elsewhere in this issue of Womonspace News 
are available at the Edmonton Public 
Library. 

Here are some additional women you 
might like to listen to; Alix Dobkin, Libana, 
Four the Moment, Laurie Freelove, Lorraine 
Segato, Ani Di Franco, Aya, Phranc, Rude 
Girls, Darol Anger, Suede, Sweet Honey in 
the Rock, Tori Amos, Laurie Anderson, 
Stealin Horses, Happy Rhodes, Terry 
Garthwaite, The Chenille Sisters, Rory 
Block, Hunter Davis, Jenny Allen, Kate 
Wolf, Patty Larkin, Shawn Colvin, Jane 
Siberry, Jennifer Berezan, and The Roches. 
Their music crosses many styles, from blues, 
to jazz, folk, new age, and rock. 

Find what you want in the Online Public 
Access Catalogue by searching for the artist 
or by the title of the recording. If you 
haven't done this before, get a saff member 
to help you through it the first time. 
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MUSIC TO LIVE BY 


Deb Turner 


Silence equals death, according to the 
AIDS awareness slogan. Silence breeds 
ignorance, which leads to disease, and then 
an end to the lives of our friends and lovers. 

In much the same way, silence about our 
lives creates a spiritual and emotional death. 
Each time we hide who we really are from 
friends, family and co-workers, we die a little 
inside. We endure it for a million different 
reasons, but when we read about another 
young gay man committing suicide, we 
know the silence can be fatal. 

Unlike AIDS, there is a cure for this 
malady, For me, the cure is the Edmonton 
Vocal Minority—gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
straight people who gather to sing as a choir. 

My partner and I joined the EVM about a 
year and a half ago. In ten years, it’s the first 
outside activity we’ve ever done as a couple. 
It was a new adventure, especially for my 
partner. She had never sung before, outside 
of the shower, nor did she read music or 
have any kind of music training. She learns 
the songs entirely by ear and by practicing 
them a lot. 

Today, we’re both better singers than 
when we first joined. More importantly, 
we're happier people. The music lifts a 
burden by giving voice to our deepest 
feelings about who we are. Somehow, it also 
heals the wound inflicted by the latest gay 
_ bashing joke at work, or by that article in 
Alberta Report, or by the cruel words of 
ignorant people. 
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The Edmonton Vocal Minority will have 
four major concerts this season. The first will 
be with popular singer/songwriter Heather 
Bishop on November 26 at the Garneau 
Theatre. Heather’s music speaks to oppressed 
people everywhere, not just lesbians. 

New singing members are welcome to 
join EVM until October 16. Even if you’re not 
the type who likes to sing on stage, you can 
enjoy the warmth and power of the choir’s 
music as a member of the audience. The 
music will heal your soul. 


She Said It... 


“My music doesn’t work when men are 
present.” 


Alix Dobkin, 1974 


“This category should have been called ‘Best 
Lesbian Vocalist.” 


Michelle Shocked, accepting an award 
for Folk Album of the Year at the New 
Music Awards in New York city, 1990 


“T have, I have, I have. I’ve slept with 
women, and I loved it. It was lovely.” 


Neneh Cherry 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


Heather 


Womonspace is gearing up for another year of fun 
and camaraderie at its Annual General Meeting 
(AGM), to be held at Shakespear’s Darts and Rumpus 
Room on October 23rd. At the AGM, Womonspace 
members will elect new members to the Board and 
peruse our fiscal reports. Attendees will be 
entertained by the one and only Lisa Austin, 
Edmonton's lesbian comedienne extraordinaire. Food 
will also be provided. 

The Board will present a new constitution to our 
membership for approval. At the AGM we welcome 
members, volunteers, and anyone who has ideas 
about improving Womonspace. This will be the 
perfect opportunity for members of the lesbian 
community to voice opinions on changes to the 
Womonspace organization and activities. 

T hope that you will join us for a night of good food, 
good humour, and good ideas. Kick-start your 
autumn by increasing your opportunities for love and 
friendship through involvement with Womonspace. 
See you on October 23! 
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WOMONSPACE 
DANCE 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15 
8:00 PM-1 AM 
BONNIE DOON HALL 
9240-93-S1T REET 


WOMONSPACE 1994 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Basement, 9930-106 Street Edmonton AB T5K 1C7 Phone: 425-0511 
Confidentiality Assured 


NAME DATE 
ADDRESS _  CITY/PROV 
POSTAL CODE | PHONE 


Membership Fee: $15.00 Cheque or Money Order payable to leita toss 
‘ (low income available) 


New Member [] Renewal [J I would like to be a volunteer [J Yes [1] No 
Please mail my newsletter to my home [J is - 3 | 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events [J] _— Total enclosed $__ 


